Recreation & Environment 17th March 2010


MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 17TH MARCH 2010 AT THE WEST END PARISH CENTRE, CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END, COMMENCING AT 7.15 PM.

PRESENT: 



Councillors:

Prof. A Rest (Chairman)




A Noyce






N Dickinson




P Humphreys




S Broomfield 




Ms A Mortimer

In attendance: 
Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk   





Mrs A Ramseyer, Assistant to the Clerk



Mr I Alderman, Head Groundsman




Mr S Petterson, Youth Leader


163/10/REC
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda.  



Councillor A Noyce declared an interest as an allotment holder.

164/10/REC 
APOLOGIES



Apologies were received and accepted from Mrs S Turl, Moorgreen Residents Association

165/10/REC
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 17TH FEBRUARY 2010
The Minutes of the meeting held on 20th January were accepted as a true record and were signed by the Chairman, subject to the following amendment 152/10/REC third paragraph, last sentence should read “quiet room” not “quite room”.

Proposed: Councillor S Broomfield
Seconded: Councillor P Humphreys
Unanimous

166/10/REC
MATTERS ARISING

Councillor Prof Rest asked if any posters were available for Earth Hour on Saturday 27th March 2010 at 8.30pm. The Clerk reported that posters are available from the website
 www.wwf.org.uk/earthhour.


.
167/10/REC
CORRESPONDENCE



A request was received from the Executive Committee to review the Terms of Reference of 

the Recreation and Environment Committee.
This Committee shall:

· Be responsible for public rights of way, recreation grounds, play areas, public open spaces, allotments, amenity land and connected uses and signage thereof.

· Advise, administer and arrange the activities of functions connected with powers relating to entertainment, sports and play equipment.

· Review charges for the facilities within the control of this Committee

· Be responsible for the repair and maintenance of any equipment used to provide amenities and any equipment used for the maintenance of such structures and for the maintenance of recreation grounds and public open spaces.

· Incur expenditure on behalf of the Council within the budgetary limits as prescribed annually.

· Be responsible for the wellbeing and standing of the Youth Club, its hirers and users

· To support the Youth Club Committee and the Youth Workers and members in order to achieve their full potential.

The details of the changes will be sent to the Executive Committee.

The Clerk had received an enquiry from a circus called Circus 4 Schools.  They are in Hampshire performing during April and have a gap in their schedule week commencing 19th April. They are contacting local parish councils to try and find a suitable venue for that week.  Apparently other local councils have only charged them £100 per week rent. The Clerk had e-mailed all councillors to ask their opinion and had responses in favour of allowing the circus, but not at such short notice. The Committee wondered if the company had contacted local schools. It was suggested that St. James School may be able to accommodate them. The Clerk will advise the representative that the Council will not be able to provide a venue this year but ask if they have a proposal for next year. 

Notification has been received of a West End Copse workday to be held on Sunday 21st March which is supported by Eastleigh Borough Council. Volunteers will carry out a major repair/renewal job on the sets of steps leading up and down the valley from the Ullswater entrance. The task will begin at approximately 09.30. Anyone interested should contact Eastleigh Borough Council assistant ranger Rory Thorpe on 02380 475083

Notification has been received from Eastleigh Borough Council of a proposed new cycleway from Sharon Road via Barbe Baker Avenue to Moorgreen Road.  There is a two week consultation period. Details have been posted in the Parish Centre foyer and comment sheets are to be returned to Eastleigh Borough Council.

Other Newsletters/publications received:  One Community Network; Community Action News; Open Space; The Playing Field.
168/10/REC 
2010 EVENTS

Carnival – Saturday 19th June 2010. Councillor S Broomfield reported that plans are progressing well for the fund raising Spring Fair to be held on 20th March 2010. About twenty five stall holders have signed up and they have raised about £300 so far. Monies raised will be shared between the carnival and the Parish Council’s chosen charity. The local press and radio have been asked to publicise the event.  The office staff have devised an Easter Egg Hunt and a quiz. The main hall will be available on Friday afternoon and this will enable staff, councillors and carnival committee members to start setting up. The carnival committee are arranging refreshments. Councillors were asked if they would like to make donations of Easter Eggs or cakes. The Carnival Court Maid of Honour will be chosen during the Spring Fair. The carnival committee are meeting on Thursday 18th March and will finalise arrangements for this event, Future efforts will concentrate on Carnival Day itself. Councillor Broomfield confirmed that the West End Carnival Show Band will play at the Carnival.
The Clerk is meeting with a Joe Folland of Eastleigh Borough Council on 23rd March to go through the Road Management Plan. The Clerk has also applied for a licence to erect bunting.

Remembrance Sunday – The event will be held 14th November 2010. Councillor Ms Mortimer confirmed that Hilldene Community Centre has been booked to host the refreshments. Councillor Ms Mortimer will book the Centre for that date. The Clerk stated that the Parish Council will provide the refreshments as usual.
Turning on the Lights – The event will be held Friday 26th November.

Pantomime – Hurricane Productions have been booked to perform ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ on Saturday 11th December 2010 at 11.00am.

Senior Citizen’s Party - This will be held on Sunday 12th December 2010.
St. George’s Day – As 23rd April 2011 is Easter Saturday, it was decided that it might be better to hold a Spring Fair on another weekend next year to combine Spring, Easter and St George’s Day for carnival fundraising. The event could also be arranged for the whole day. 


169/10/REC
BARNSLAND  


The normal maintenance work is ongoing. There was a recent incident where one of the 


bins was set fire to, but no real damage was sustained.
170/10/REC
HATCH GRANGE / MEGAN GREEN

The soil investigation for the proposed workshop facility on Hatch Grange has been carried out.  The ground is clay which means the foundations will need to be deeper than anticipated.  The Clerk is meeting with the Architect to discuss next stage before the Policy and Resources Committee meeting next week.

The Clerk has contacted Sparsholt College regarding a grazier for this year. There has been no reply to date.  The Clerk has also spoken to previous grazier who will help out if she can but she is happy for the Parish Council to find an alternative.

Hatch Grange Management Plan.  The groundstaff, the Clerk and Mrs Ramseyer met last week to review have reviewed the plan. The following points were raised:  

· All the time due from the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) agreement for the current year has not been utilised. The Clerk has agreed with BTCV to transfer the remaining days to 2010/2011.  Assistance with hedge laying in Parish was discussed. There are areas to the rear of Hornbeam Gardens, Barbe Baker Avenue, Cemetery and Chapel Road where this could be done.

· Play area opening times.  Currently 8.30 – 4.00 from the beginning of October to the end of March.  This matter was discussed with ground staff and it was suggested that the times for November to February should be changed so the playground can remain open on fine evenings.

· Work planned for this year: reintroduce ancient hedge in Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (Site of Importance for Nature Conservation); removal of saplings/brambles; necessary repairs to dipping platform and bridge; turf with wild flower seeds for several areas as seeding last year  had not worked; maintenance of pond and regular removal of parrot feather; Hatch Grange gates need painting – idea for future budget, black railing fencing between Hatch Mead and Hatch Lodge; tidy up at Hatch Lodge entrance; continue pathway from Chapel Close into Megan Green.

· Signage was discussed. Interpretation panels are an urgent requirement.
· Additional/replacement bins are needed at Fir Tree, play area and on Hatch Grange.
· Also looked at new areas being devolved – Quob Green and Cemetery Bund and the necessary work.  Quob Green is particularly overgrown and will require a lot of clearing work. Mr Alderman has visited the site and noticed that there is a lot of fly-tipping. He also visited some of the local residents to explain that the Parish Council will be taking over responsibility for this area and they may notice a difference in the maintenance of the site. 

The minutes of the Friends of Hatch Grange (FoHG) meeting held 1st March have been received and were tabled.
The Work Day on 27th February was very successful day.  The task was not fully completed because there were more volunteers than anticipated and the gravel was used up quite quickly.  A report/request for more gravel to complete the pathway has been received from FoHG and was tabled.  The Committee agreed to purchase more gravel for this project and for repairs to the allotment car park and paths. The groundstaff will manage/lay the extra gravel or else volunteers could come back in their own time.
Proposed: Councillor S Broomfield

Seconded: Councillor Ms A Mortimer

Unanimous

The replacement mower deck has been received and fitted.
Councillor Ms Mortimer reported that she had heard a large group of youths making a noise close to Megan Green last Tuesday. The groundsmen had reported that they found a pile of rubbish, mainly bottles, in this area last week and will be putting up signs telling people to take away litter to discourage people from using this area as a drinking den. Mr Petterson said that he would advise the detached team that this area was becoming a problem, so they could visit. The PCSOs have been told that the area was being used for drinking.
171/10/REC 
MOORGREEN

The goal mouths are on the groundsmen’s schedule to be repaired. The tennis court will also be re-lined.
172/09/REC 
TOWNHILL FARM RECREATION AREAs incl (Carpathia/Upmill)
The Clerk and Councillor Dickinson met with representatives from Tesco, the Management Company and Doctors’ Surgery to discuss issues with the access road at Townhill. Tesco are carrying out investigation to ascertain if it was a Tesco lorry which hit the lamp post.

Tesco said they have a risk assessment which states that a banksman must always guide lorries which are reversing.  The space available for turning is considered sufficient, although Tesco will consider not using articulated vehicles.  The question of who should pay for repairs to the grass verges etc. was discussed, as the Parish Council and Doctors’ Surgery did not cause this damage, although the area is their joint responsibility.  It was suggested that the Management Company should include repair costs in the service charge, although other retailers may object to this.  Karen Bowditch from the Management Company was also concerned about the heavy vehicles damaging drains.  

It was agreed at their meeting that the Clerk will get prices for various options which could be considered to prevent damage in the future. She will then report to the Management Company and Tesco.  The options raised were as follows: a height barrier but this is unlikely to be approved by the planning authority, concreting whole area but this would not be attractive; bollards but these would have to be 18 inches from road (although lamp post isn’t); concrete planters or filling in complete areas with railway sleepers and then planting up with shrubs. Mr Alderman had drawn a plan of the area for information. The Committee felt that the option of using railway sleepers and planting with shrubs was the most attractive choice. The Clerk will get some quotes for this work.
The play area fencing is currently being painted.
173/10/REC
WEST END FOOTBALL FACILITY
The Clerk has received a further request from Gregg School asking for use of the playing fields. Mr Alderman has prepared a list of options below:

SUMMER OPTIONS FOR WORK AT CUTBUSH LANE PLAYING FIELDS

With Gregg School wishing to use Cutbush during the Easter/Summer term with a 100m straight track and a 400m oval track and other summer sports and also wanting to use it five days a week, I think we only have three options.

1. A complete ban on the school using the fields. This would allow us to fertilise the area in April, over-seed in May, repair the four goal areas and fertilise in September/October.
2. Let Gregg School use part of Cutbush then carry out our fertilising and reseeding on the part not being used. (Reseed the rest next year and re-fertilise in September/October. We would also need time during the week to cut and repair goal areas).

3. Let Gregg School use it all and forget reseeding this year, but carry out fertilising in April; June/July and September/October 2010. We would also need time during the week to cut/repair the goal areas.

The Clerk, Mr Alderman, Mr Ulitschnik (groundsman) and Mrs Ramseyer met with Mr. Cunliffe, Head of PE at Greggs.  Due to work on their site they will be unable to provide PE if we are unable to assist.  

The groundstaff are happy to go with Option 3 and postpone the major re-seeding project until 2011. Councillors agreed that this would be the best option.
Proposed: Councillor S Broomfield

Seconded: Councillor P Humphreys

Unanimous

Gregg School will send the Parish Council the schedule of dates when they have used the playing fields and expected use over the next few months. Mr Cunliffe said that they generally require two sessions per week on Wednesday for two hours and Friday for four hours.  Once the schedule is received, the council will invoice the school for use of the facility.
174/10/REC
WEST END CEMETERY/BURIAL GROUND

Burial Ground: Normal maintenance is ongoing.
There have been incidents with the bin by the gates being used for rubbish not connected with the burial ground dumping building rubble etc. The groundsmen will be putting a lock and chain on the bin to prevent unauthorised use. The four-weekly collection cycle is sufficient for normal burial ground use. 
A copy of letter has been forwarded to the Parish Council from the War Memorials Trust advising of war memorial theft. 
Cemetery: A complaint was received about burial plot from August 2009 which has not yet been turfed. Mrs Ramseyer has written to the lessee to explain that due to the extreme weather conditions, the plots had sunk more than would be expected under normal conditions, so the work had to be delayed until the weather improved. Mrs Ramseyer had also written to the owners of two other graves, asking them to tidy the graves prior to ground staff laying turf. Mr Alderman reported that the tidying up will be done in the next few weeks.
175/10/REC
WEST END YOUTH

Mr Petterson, the Youth Leader gave a report on activities, including trips to the Nuffield 
Theatre and a planned trip to Marwell Zoo with the Tuesday Mothers and Toddlers group. They will also be taking some of the older members to a motorbike track.
Some members are participating in the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and have asked about volunteering at the Youth Club.

The sponsored car wash in aid of the Red Cross Haiti Earthquake Appeal raised £120. A representative from the Red Cross had come to the YoutHouse to receive the cheque and to give a presentation about their work. Mr Petterson said that an apology had been sent to the Red Cross representative for some inappropriate behaviour at the cheque ceremony.
There was a Table Top Sale on 13th March which raised £103 for Youth Club funds. They hope to use this money to by some outdoor lights and equipment.
Mr Petterson reported that HEWEB has confirmed that the grant he had applied for has been awarded. He has not yet received the final details of the amount, but this money will be used to buy equipment.
176/10/REC
ALLOTMENTS

Mrs Ramseyer recently attended a seminar on allotments and reported back to the Committee. The seminar included a presentation by the “Allotments Regeneration Initiative” regarding setting up allotments. This is a charitable organisation and details of their work can be found on their website www.farmgarden.org/ari. The rest of the seminar was a talk by a solicitor giving an overview of the legal position with allotments. 
Payments for rental are coming in steadily. A few plots have been relinquished so far. Allocations so as to reduce the number of people waiting for allotments will be considered. For example creation of half size/third size plots.
A skip will be ordered for next week.
A complaint has been received about a Rollalong shed at the site. Mrs Ramseyer has written to the potential culprit.
A complaint has been received about work carried out on tree by Southern Electric. The complainant felt that the work had unbalanced the tree and made it dangerous and asked if the Parish Council could do some work to make the tree safer. The groundstaff will investigate.

There have been several complaints about blocked drainage along Moorgreen Road.  Mrs Ramseyer has contacted Hampshire Highways who will provide some traffic management for the area to enable groundstaff to work around and access the ditch. When the groundsmen can schedule in this work, the Parish Council will contact Hampshire Highways to arrange traffic management.
The water will be switched on tomorrow (21st March) as there is unlikely to be any further hard frosts.



177/10/REC
SIGNAGE SUB-COMMITTEE

The new notice board for the Parish Centre has been installed. An order has been placed for another notice board for Kinsborne Rise.
The Clerk has not yet had the result of the grant application for signage.
 178/10/REC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 21st April 2010 at 7.15pm.
Meeting Closed at 9.07pm
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