Recreation & Environment 20th January 2010

MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 20TH JANUARY 2010 AT THE WEST END PARISH CENTRE, CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END, COMMENCING AT 7.40 PM.

PRESENT: 



Councillors:

Prof. A Rest (Chairman)



N Dickinson



A Noyce



P Humphreys



S Broomfield 



Ms A Mortimer
In attendance: 

Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk   





Mrs A Ramseyer, Assistant to the Clerk



Mr I Alderman





Mrs S Turl, Moorgreen Residents Association
Meeting started 25 minutes late as there was an Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council prior to the Committee Meeting which did not finish on time.
131/10/REC
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda.  



Councillor A Noyce declared an interest as an allotment holder.

132/10/REC 
APOLOGIES



Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor R Campbell. The Clerk reported that 

Councillor Campbell’s family commitments were making it difficult for him to attend 


meetings on Wednesday evenings, so he wished to return to the Planning and Highways 


Committee.
133/10/REC
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 16TH DECEMBER 2009

The Minutes of the meeting held on 16th December being accepted as a true record at the full Parish Council meeting held on 13th January, it was proposed these now be signed by the Chairman

Proposed: Councillor A Noyce
Seconded: Councillor S Broomfield
Unanimous

134/10/REC
MATTERS ARISING



119/09
Footpath 10.  Unfortunately this will not feature in the current newsletter. The 

Clerk will add an article to the next Newsletter.



119/09
Green Communities Leaflet.  Councillor Prof. a Rest Chairman had suggested 

inviting Green 
Communities to organise hands-on workshops for West End. However, 

the Clerk has checked, and it seems that the organisation train people to organise 


focused project planning and funding within their own community groups. It was 


suggested that Hilldene Community Centre may benefit from support from the 


programme. It was agreed to add details to the next Newsletter.
135/10/REC
CORRESPONDENCE

A letter of thanks has been received from The Mayor of the Borough of Eastleigh for the Parish’s donation of £180 to her charity appeal from the raffle held at the Senior Citizen’s party. An e-mail has been received from Richard Bastow of Hampshire Highways, thanking the groundstaff for their help with during recent bad weather
Notification of the One Community Mobile Information Café visit to Hilldene Community Centre from 10.00 to 12.00 on Tuesday 27th April has been received. The talk will be about the Independent Safeguarding Authority which is going to work in partnership with the Criminal Records Bureau in protecting children and vulnerable adults. The Clerk will attend this meeting.
The Campaign for the Protection of Rural England has arranged a ‘Countryside Walks & Talks’ programme for 2010.There will be a tour around Portsmouth on 15th April at the cost of £5 per person.
The Community Action News Update has been received.
136/10/REC 
2010 EVENTS

Carnival – Saturday 19th June 2010. Councillor S Broomfield reported that plans are progressing well for the fund raising Spring Fayre to be held on 20th March 2010. Local charities and businesses have been contacted and several have already requested stalls.
A representative from the Sealed Knot organisation will be meeting with Councillor Broomfield, the Clerk and Mr Alderman on Monday 8th February to discuss plans for using Hatch Grange for their re-enactment on 19th and 20th June.  
Councillor Broomfield reported that there are enough volunteers to act as stewards for a walking procession to go ahead. The Clerk has prepared a draft road management plan. Councillor Broomfield will take this to the Carnival Committee meeting on 22nd January to discuss any changes which may be needed. Once the details are agreed, the Clerk will then be able to apply for a road closure notice. It was suggested that the Parish Council should ask the AA or RAC if they would be able to provide quotations for supplying notices for the road closure, as this may be cheaper than purchasing signs.
Remembrance Sunday – The event will be held 14th November 2010, nothing to report at this time.

Turning on the Lights – The event will be held Friday 26th November.

Pantomime – Hurricane Productions have been booked to perform ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ on Saturday 11th December 2010. They are unable to perform at 2.00pm as usual and have offered a choice of 11.00am or 4.30pm. The committee agreed that 11.00am would be better. The change of time will be highlighted in the next Newsletter.
Senior Citizen’s Party -  This will be held on Sunday 12th December 2010.
St. George’s Day  It was agreed at the December committee meeting that the council would look towards holding an event in 2011, rather than clash with the Hilldene event in 2010. Councillors felt that the council would need to charge a fee for the event to cover costs of entertainment and refreshments but no decision was made on content or figures agreed.
137/10/REC
BARNSLAND  


The ground is very wet. A tree surgeon has been doing some work on a split oak tree which 

he had deemed unsafe.


138/10/REC
HATCH GRANGE / MEGAN GREEN



The Clerk is meeting with the Architect on Thursday 21st January 2010 to discuss 


progressing the plans for the proposed workshop facility. A soil exploration on the site 

will be required.
A grazier for next year still has not been confirmed. The Clerk will make urgent attempts to find a new grazier.

The groundstaff restricted access for properties backing onto Parish land on 30th December. Letters were sent to residents in advance of the closure. No residents contacted the office to query the letters.
A letter was sent to a resident of Megan Road, requesting that they remove rubble from Megan Green and replace a fence panel. Mr Alderman reported that the panel has now been replaced and the rubbish removed from the park. 
A letter has been received from resident of Larch Close regarding some self seeded Oak trees at rear of his garden. The resident has asked the Parish Council to fell these trees. Mr Alderman will visit the site and decide whether it is necessary to cut the trees. It was suggested that perhaps these trees could be relocated.
The minutes for the Friends of Hatch Grange meeting held on 5th January 2010 have been received.
A Work Day will be held on 27th February, with volunteers meeting at 9.00 for a 9.30 a.m. start.  The work will involve shoring up the pathway from Chapel Close. Friends of Hatch Grange are seeking funding to purchase gravel. The Parish Council may need to purchase the gravel and invoice Friends of Hatch Grange to ensure delivery in time for the event.  Soup and hot dogs will be supplied for volunteers.  

139/10/REC 
MOORGREEN



The Clerk wrote to Little Gems asking for details of the matting they propose to use 


outside. No response has been received to date.  
140/09/REC 
TOWNHILL FARM RECREATION AREAs incl (Carpathia/Upmill)


Eastleigh Borough Council will be giving a grant of £2500 for wetpour repairs at Townhill 

and Carpathia play areas. The problems with the surface had been highlighted by the 


Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents safety reports.
A streetlight has been knocked down on the access road at Townhill. This has been reported to Southern Electric and to the police. The groundstaff have taped off the area for safety reasons. There have also been problems with lorries driving over the verges and causing deep ruts in the soft ground. Photographs of both these areas were tabled. The Clerk will has contacted the Management Company and requested meeting to discuss these problems.
The abandoned car at Townhill car park was removed on 19th January.  The Clerk wrote to the owner, via the police, to say that the car would be scrapped if not moved by 15th January.  The scrap company donated £30, which will go to Bone Cancer Research, the Parish Council’s nominated charity for 2010.
141/10/REC
WEST END FOOTBALL FACILITY
Mr Ulitschnik of the groundstaff is still working to clear the brambles. He has also been decorating the changing rooms. 
It has been necessary to cancel games for several weeks because of the heavy rain followed by snow and ice. Mr Alderman reported that some the sand which had been put on the pitches to aid drainage had not helped because heavy rain had come too soon after application.
The committee reviewed the charges for 2010/2011 and decided to charge £50.00 for Senior Teams, £25.00 for Youth Teams and £17.00 per Junior Teams.
Proposed: Councillor S Broomfield

Seconded: Councillor Ms A Mortimer

Unanimous
142/10/REC
WEST END CEMETERY/BURIAL GROUND

Burial Ground: There are no problems to report.

Cemetery:  The letter sent to lessees of one section of the Memorial Garden asking for them to remove artificial flowers has prompted adverse responses from several recipients, although the office staff had pointed out that the letter was sent in response to a complaint.

A complaint has been received regarding the pathway leading to the memorial gardens, stating that it was uneven and covered with moss. The groundstaff will spray the path with moss killer when the weather improves.

A letter has been received praising the groundstaff for their work at the cemetery.

The committee reviewed the charges for 2010/2011 and decided on the following fees:

Purchase of grave space - £205.00
Larger grave space - £250

Cremation plot - £50

Excess charge for residents of the ecclesiastical parish, who are not residents of the civil parish - £100

Interment 

Under 12 years - £65

Over 12 years - £100

Cremation - £100

Memorial - £100

Additional Inscription - £25 (it was decided to introduce this charge in line with other councils.)

It was agreed to treble all fees for non-residents of West End.

Proposed: Councillor S Broomfield

Seconded: Councillor Ms A Mortimer

Unanimous

143/10/REC
WEST END YOUTH



The minutes of the Youth Sub-Committee meeting held on 11th January were tabled. The 

main points were that Friday evenings were not very well attended at the moment and 

the youth team will be looking at organising special projects to attract regular attendance 

on Fridays. There is to be another anti-bullying workshop. There is a proposed trip to 


Longdown Farm for ‘Littluns’ Parent and toddler group and the team are planning for 

their summer programme. It was also recorded that the interior of the building had just 

been painted.
144/10/REC
ALLOTMENTS


The new plots have all been allocated. The proposed inspection has not yet taken place, due 

to the recent bad weather. It was agreed that Councillor Prof. Rest, Mr Alderman and Mrs 

Ramseyer would visit on Monday 25th January to carry out an inspection of plots where the 

tenants have already had a warning letter. It was agreed that the Committee Chairman should 

make the decision on behalf of the committee on which tenants should not be allowed to 


renew their tenancy from April 2010. 

An e-mail was received from West End Garden and Allotment Association (WEGAA), 

asking for permission to erect a shed between the toilet block and the road. The cost and 

maintenance would be met by WEGAA. It was agreed that at the inspection visit, the 
Committee Chairman would look at the proposed site and decide if WEGAA should be
allowed to have a shed for storing equipment.


The groundsmen have removed the pussy willow tree, which was impeding on one of the 


plots.



A letter has been received from an allotment holder, complaining about ruts in the access 


path. The committee discussed the condition of the path and what could be done to remedy 

the problem. It was decided that Councillor Prof. Rest, Mr Alderman and Mrs Ramseyer 


would look at the path on Monday and see what can be done to alleviate the problem.


The committee reviewed the charges for 2010/2011 and decided on the following fees:



Annual rental - £28.00



Grazing - £42.00


Key Deposit - £8.00



Proposed: Councillor Ms A Mortimer



Seconded: Councillor P Humphreys



4 For,  1 Against,  1 Abstention  


145/10/REC
SIGNAGE SUB-COMMITTEE



The result of the grant application should be decided in March. 


The Parish Centre notice board is on order and should arrive shortly.



Councillor Prof. Rest suggested that the Parish Council should approach local businesses to 

obtain sponsorship for signs.



It was decided that the Clerk will revisit the project and try to take it forward.
 146/10/REC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 24th February 2010 at 7.15pm.
Meeting Closed at 9.10pm
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