Policy & Resources Committee – 22nd December 2010

WEST END PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 22ND DECEMBER 2010 AT 10.00 A.M.

IN THE PARISH CENTRE, CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END, SOUTHAMPTON.



Present:
Councillors 
Mrs J Sortwell
Chairman







N Dickinson

Mrs M Durham






G Sortwell







B Tennent






D Clarke







T Noyce





In attendance:  Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk
   
   Mrs K Hartley, Minutes Secretary
115/10//PR
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors Broomfield and Mrs Atherton.
116/10/PR
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Members are invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda and the interest recorded under the relevant minute. 

Councillor Noyce expressed an interest in 124/10 as he is Vice Chair of the Hilldene Community Association. 
117/10/PR
MINUTES OF THE POLICY & RESOURCES MEETING HELD ON 24TH  NOVEMBER 2010
The minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee meeting held on Wednesday, 24th November were presented as a true record of events and signed by the Chairman.
Proposed: 
Councillor G Sortwell
Seconded:  
Councillor Mrs M Durham
In Favour:
Unanimous
118/10/PR
MATTERS ARISING 

102/10,2    Notification of EBC Polling District, Polling Place and Polling Station
Review 2010/2011.  Consultation period 22/11 to 31/12/10.  The only proposed 

change in West End – to close polling station at St James’ Church Hall and voters

go to Hilldene Community Centre.  Clerk asked for comments to be forwarded to

EBC.  Councillor Dickinson proposed the Clerk respond saying Parish Council 
felt this decision was a short sighted and inefficient cost cutting measure as the

Hilldene Centre is too near the Parish Centre polling station and St James’ Church

Hall covers a broader area including Kanes Hill.  Councillor Clarke seconded this

as he was aware that more people vote at St James’s Church than the Hilldene

Centre.  The Committee agreed unanimously.

119/10/PR
CORRESPONDENCE

1. Transfer of functions.  An update from Jon Riddell has been received advising much of the work has now been carried out in Chartwell Green and Chartwell Copse.  Councillor Mrs Sortwell commented that the area has been greatly improved.
2. Notification from Ellis Whittam – Employers will have to offer contributory staff pension from 2012.  This will be introduced for employers with 50 employees or less between 2014 and 2016.  It was noted that this will need to be reviewed in the future.

3. Notification of new rates of statutory payments from April 2011:

Statutory Maternity, Paternity and Adoption weekly pay - £124.88 to £128.73

Statutory Sick Pay - £79.15 to £81.60
4. E-mail of introduction received from Gaetana Wiseman – new Corporate Communications Manager at EBC. 
5. E-mail from Nikki Barber, Members Training Co-ordinator ref. Code of Conduct Training on 23rd February asking Clerk to re-canvas members.  Councillor Dickinson suggested all candidates standing for election in May 2011 attend a meeting to discuss responsibilities of a Chairman or Councillor.  Once nominations are received candidates will be invited to attend a ‘Know Your Parish’ evening with existing councillors, the Clerk and Chairman.

6. Copy of letter received via EBC from Department for Culture, Media & Sport ref. The Queen’s 2012 Diamond Jubilee.  Jubilee weekend 2nd-5th June 2012.  Details of competitions/initiatives on website: www.culture.gov.uk/whatwedo.honours7610.aspx 

7. Copy of press release from EBC ref. Grant Settlement from Central Government – 15% cut – despite this EBC to freeze council tax and protect services.

8. NALC Policy & Parliamentary Briefing – Executive Summary on the Localism Bill received – previously circulated to all councillors by e-mail.

9. Hampshire County Council correspondence to raise awareness – Foster Carers required.

10. Communications received from HALC:

a) Update 23 – Race Online 2012; New National Planning Framework to be published by April 2012; NALC lobbying government against adoptions of Section 76 of Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007; Section 137 increase to £6.44 per elector for 2011/12; 2011 HALC training programme now on website; Rewarding Quality, Supporting Big Society Project; Community Trees Fund 2011; Hampshire Highways web pages to help parish councils; Funding news on website.

b) Update 24 – National Emergency Response Exercise for flooding – Exercise Watermark.  Environment Agency encouraging communities in flood risk areas to register; Local authorities selected to pilot participating budgeting; HALC AGM 2011 – The Hilt Chandlers Ford – Saturday, 29th October; Input request for LCR article ‘Are you willing to work within a cluster of local councils for representation, service delivery and campaign purposes’; 2011 training & development programme – expressions of interest required; Applications open for 2011/12 Green Flag Award; Advice available from Hampshire Playing Fields Association.
11. Newsletters/Annual Reports received:  Volunteering Matters; Harwin News; Southampton Pensioner; Eastleigh Citizen’s Advice Bureau; LCR Winter 2010; Parish Matters – Came & Co., Local Council News – the Clerk made reference to an article ‘Vacancies for parish and town councillors – recruiting potential councillors for the 2011 (and future) elections’ which will be incorporated in the January Newsletter.  Councillor Clarke commented that he would be happy to produce an article for the Newsletter on the referendum for the alternative voting system; RBS Software newsletter.
120/10/PR
PARISH CENTRE

1.  New workshop facility Hatch Grange - Update
The Clerk reported that the weather has had an impact on the build – too cold to lay bricks.  The ground beams are now in.  Site closed until New Year.  However, water main to be installed across the car park on 29th/30th and 31st December. 
2. Poppy appeal collection in the Parish Centre raised £18.55.
Public Toilets – nothing to report.
121/10/10
FIRE STATION

Outstanding jobs: repainting outside rendering; back door and alarm to be serviced.
122/10/PR
YOUTH FACILITY

The Clerk reported that the infrared lamps and sensors have now been replaced in the CCTV cameras.
123/10/PR
TOWNHILL FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE
General

The Clerk reported on the following:

1. Pre-school storage – not had the opportunity to visit during the last couple of weeks.
2. Outstanding:  Tidying up of grassed areas in car park.  Special projects identified when looking at next year’s budget.
The Clerk asked for comments with regard to a policy for refunds when a hirer cancels a booking due to bad weather, as a party was cancelled at the weekend for this reason.  A lengthy discussion followed and it was proposed by Councillor Tennent that the deposit will not be refunded if the premises have not been closed by the Parish Council, but will be refunded if the facilities have been closed by the Parish Centre due to bad weather conditions.  This was seconded by Councillor Dickinson.  A vote was taken: 6 in favour, 1 against.
Children’s Centre 
The Clerk reported that a request has been received from the Children’s Centre to install planters in the patio area – nothing further discussed. 
124/10/PR
HILLDENE COMMUNITY CENTRE
The Clerk reported that the kitchen is virtually complete and work is in hand on the pre-school building.
125/10/PR
MONTHLY ACCOUNTS

The accounts for November 2010 were circulated with the Agenda. The list of payments for November 2010 will form an appendix to these minutes.

Expenditure over £500 (excluding salaries/pensions/NI/utility bills) during November: 

D. Adams

Roof repairs to toilets



£880
D. Phillips

Architect fee




£750

Greenspace

Repairs to wetpour


          £3468

J & W


Shrub clearance



£720

P. Reynolds

Internal audit



          £1275

Astech


Asbestos clearance



£660

The Clerk advised that an article will be appearing in the January Newsletter highlighting the asbestos problem with reference to projects of a similar value e.g.  community bus.

New workshop facility

As works delayed, nothing paid in October – although another payment of £30,608.21 + VAT paid this week.
Councillor Clarke proposed and Councillor Mrs Durham seconded that the accounts for November 2010 be approved.  The Committee agreed unanimously.

The bank reconciliation and list of payments for November were duly signed by the Chairman, Councillor Mrs. Sortwell, in the absence of the Treasurer.
Savings Account /Treasury Account

Nothing new to report - £125,000 was re-invested on 2nd November – matures on 2nd February 2011.
Review of Internal Audit
Councillor Dickinson proposed to accept the report by Councillors Mrs Durham and Clarke.  This was seconded by Councillor Tennent and the Committee agreed unanimously.  This was duly signed by Councillors Mrs Durham and Clarke.
PCSO
Nothing new to report.
126/10/PR
2011/2012 BUDGET
Meeting held on Friday, 3rd December and notes circulated to all councillors.  The Clerk commented that no councillors have contacted her with any queries.  Councillor Dickinson proposed a 1% increase and Councillor Tennent proposed 0%.  Councillor Tennent commented that in the present climate as both County and Borough have agreed to freeze council tax, the public would expect the Parish Council to do the same.  Councillor Dickinson commented that if there was no increase this year there would be the need for a higher increase in the following year to cover special projects.  Councillor Tennent replied that there are other ways of increasing income and Councillor Clarke said that other councils are looking at delaying projects.  Councillor Mrs Durham asked Councillor Tennent how we can increase income in other ways and where will the money come from in order to maintain facilities?  Councillor Clarke commented that there would be no need to replace gates, signage and notice boards.  Councillor Mrs Sortwell replied that this is only £5,500 of the budget.  The Clerk commented that this type of project would only be done if there was extra money, maintenance would take priority.  Councillor Sortwell advised that a 1% increase equates to 86 pence extra on a Band D property and felt most people would accept this in the current climate.  
A recorded vote was taken:

0% increase 
In favour: Councillors B Tennent, D Clarke and T Noyce



Against:    Councillors Mrs J Sortwell, G Sortwell, Mrs Durham,




     N Dickinson

1% increase    In favour:  Councillors Mrs J Sortwell, G Sortwell, Mrs Durham,




     N Dickinson


           Against:     Councillors B Tennent, D Clarke and T Noyce

A 1% increase will be recommended to Full Council.

127/10/PR
REPORT ON PERSONNEL & DEVELOPMENT

· Sam May has accepted 3 hour position at the Youth Club – awaiting CRB check before commencing employment.
· Institute of Groundsmen – this was discussed at Recreation & Environment Committee and it was recommended that WEPC join.  Cost - £104 + £23.50 = £127.50 and all 4 groundstaff are now associate members.  Councillor Sortwell commented that he did not feel it necessary for the groundstaff to join this, Councillor Mrs Sortwell commented that it would help the groundstaff with their personal development and Councillor Noyce added that it would give them the opportunity to be involved with other groundsmen to share information and gain more knowledge.  The Clerk advised that membership will be reviewed next year.  
· Executive Meeting – Thursday, 30th December at 10.00 a.m.  Agenda will be sent out by the Clerk.
128/10/PR
REQUESTS FOR GRANTS/DONATIONS  

FWAG – Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group.  Councillor Tennent had not looked at the paperwork – deferred to next meeting.
129/10/PR
REVIEW OF POLICIES


Member/Officer Protocol – adopted at Full Council.
Policy ref. Councillors’ absence – WEPC has no official policy.  E-mail correspondence with Councillor Tennent and Richard Ward, Monitoring Officer at EBC.  Clerk has also contacted HALC for advice.

There followed a lengthy discussion under Exempt Business.
130/10/PR
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, 26th January 2011 at 7.15 p.m.
131/10/PR
EXEMPT BUSINESS 

Pursuant to Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the Council resolve that the public and press be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.   
A lengthy discussion on disqualification, apologies and absence of councillors took place.
It was proposed by Councillor Tennent and seconded by Councillor Clarke to start the co-option process before May 2011.  A recorded vote took place:
In Favour:
Councillors B Tennent, D Clarke, T Noyce

Against:
Councillors G Sortwell, N Dickinson, Mrs M Durham, Mrs J Sortwell

The meeting closed at 11.58 a.m.
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