

Policy & Resources Committee – 26th May 2010


WEST END PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 26TH MAY 2010 AT 7.15 P.M.

IN THE PARISH CENTRE, CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END, SOUTHAMPTON.



Present:
Councillors 
Mrs J Sortwell
Chairman







Mrs J Atherton

                                                                    
Mrs M Durham






N Dickinson






A Noyce







G Sortwell







B Tennent







D Clarke




In attendance:  Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk
   
   Mrs K Hartley, Minutes Secretary
16/10//PR
APOLOGIES

There were no apologies.
17/10/PR
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN



Councillor Clarke proposed and Councillor Noyce seconded that Councillor

Mrs J Atherton be re-appointed Vice Chairman. The Committee agreed unanimously.
18/10/PR
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Members are invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda and the interest recorded under the relevant minute. 

Councillor Noyce expressed an interest in the Hilldene Centre as he is Vice Chairman of the Hilldene Community Association.
19/10/PR
MINUTES OF THE POLICY & RESOURCES MEETING HELD ON 26TH APRIL 2010
The minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee meeting held on Monday, 26th April were presented as a true record of events and signed by the Chairman.
Proposed: 
Councillor Mrs J Atherton
Seconded:  
Councillor Mrs M Durham
In Favour:
Unanimous
20/10/PR
MATTERS ARISING 

05/10, 6       Eastleigh Passenger Transport Forum – Cllr Mrs Durham and Cllr 
Ms Mortimer attended.  Cllr Ms Mortimer will give a report at Full Council.
05/10, 7  Reminder: Official Opening of Wessex Vale Crematorium on Wednesday, 28th July 2010 at 11.00 a.m. Cllrs Mrs J Atherton, Mrs M Durham, Mrs J Sortwell, M McKay and N Dickinson will attend.
21/10/PR
CORRESPONDENCE

1. Transfer of functions.  Solicitor working on transfer of Hilldene, the Cemetery Bund and Quob Green.  On his recommendation, Hilldene will be transferred with the existing lease and amendments considered and agreed between West End Parish Council and Hilldene when this expires in 7 years time.  The Clerk has received an e-mail from Cllr Prof Rest advising he recently attended a ‘brainstorming’ session at Hilldene with Cllr Ms Mortimer and Nigel Wood.  It was decided that a joint funding bid would be put forward once the transfer takes place.  The Clerk will include Hilldene on all future Policy & Resources Agendas.  
2. Notification received from Eastleigh Borough Council Legal & Democratic Services of Town & Parish Councillor members on the EBC Standards Committee.  It was noted that unfortunately Cllr Mrs Durham had not been chosen on this occasion.
3. Invitation received to Annual Country Service.  Cllr Mrs Mortimer will attend. 
4. Letter received from Wildern School ref. Consultation on Trust School Status – Clerk responded after discussion at Full Council advising unable to comment on the proposal as Councillors do not understand the necessity for any change to the existing education system.
5. Letter from Woodlands Community School ref. Trust Status.  It was agreed that the Clerk liaise with Cllr Dickinson with regard to completion of the questionnaire and send same response as Wildern School.
6. Letter from Parent Voice (Western) funded by Hampshire County Council – an information and participation service for parents and carers of children with disability – asking for help in publicising the service.  Further details can be found on www.parentvoice.info or by telephoning 023 80721206 or by e-mail lucyfripp@roseroad.org.uk. 
7. E-mail notification from EBC ref. Monitoring and evaluation the waste/ recycling collections.

8. E-mail notification of Good Neighbours Scheme requesting nominations.  The Clerk has forwarded this to all Councillors. 
9. Programme of SLCC conferences received.  Clerk attended Land & Village Greens on 25th May 2010.
10. HALC mailings :

Update from HALC  - 9/2010 dated 5th May 2010.  Biodiversity Grant Fund launched 25th May – Clerk attended.  Hatch Grange would qualify for a grant although there is only a total of £15,000 available in this financial year.  The project to be considered would be to re-instate the ancient hedgerow.  The Clerk will liaise with ground staff and Friends of Hatch Grange to put an application together.  Youth Council Handbook; 10th Anniversary of Hampshire Fayre 1st-31st July; SEEDA to provide funding for Rural Broadband; Sustainable Communities Act; Updates on website – advice on lotteries and speed limit reminders.
10/2010 dated 21st May 2010.  Urban Parishing Workshop; Job Vacancies; Village of the Year Competition; Funding News; Auditing Issues; Chairman of Country CPRE required; Governance and Accountability 2010; Forthcoming HALC Training Sessions; National Churches Trust; B&Q One Planet Living Grant.
11. Newsletters/Annual Reports received:  Hampshire Fire & Rescue Service Plan 2010-2013; ESPOPF May 2010; Home Start Annual Accounts and Report; Volunteering Matters for May and June; Pension Matters No. 9 Spring 2010.
22/10/PR
PARISH CENTRE

1.   Construction of barn to provide storage/garage/workshop facilities, Hatch 
                             Grange - Update

Tender documents based on bill of composite items and quantities prepared by FS Partnership, Chartered Surveyors, were circulated yesterday to main contractors: Hemdean Builders; Gregory Havant Limited; John Hobden Limited and Dart & Son (Builders) Limited.  Tenders to be returned and will be opened on Tuesday, 22nd June 2010 at 12 noon. 
The Soil Contamination Report has been completed by Soils Limited.  This is required to enable the foundations and structural floor slab to be designed by Barron & Sons – who are acting as CDM Co-ordinator for the project.  This role is independent to the Architect and main contractor.

Derek Phillips, Architect, and Clerk have met with Faradays Electricians and Bridger Alarms with whom the Council currently have maintenance agreements.  They have both produced estimates which have been included in the tender documents.  Mr Phillips has also looked at several estimates for the steel frame and is currently negotiating with DSD Building Limited from Somerset – www.dsdbuildings.co.uk.  A further meeting with Faradays has been arranged for Thursday, 27th May.

There were several conditions on the planning permission which the     Architect, Clerk and the ground staff are working on.  Architect and Clerk will  see the Planning Officer in the next couple of weeks and apply for these conditions to be discharged.  It is hoped that building work can commence in August.

Letter received from Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government approving the Council’s application for borrowing up to an amount not exceeding £60,000.  The period of approval is for six months from the date of approval – 14th May 2010.  Copy of letter tabled.

Once tenders are received and total cost is known, the Clerk will contact Jon Riddell at EBC to discuss amount to be requested from HEWEB.

The Clerk advised costs will be available at the next Policy & Resources meeting.  It was noted that any Councillors available to attend the opening of the tenders on 22nd June would be most welcome.

2.  Letter of thanks received from League of Friends of Moorgreen for use of the     
     hall for a recent function.  Councillor Dickinson and the Clerk attended this 

     event.

3.  Notification received that PRS for Music will be carrying out a survey at the 
     the Parish Centre.     
4.  The scissor lift has been booked for next week – half term.
5.  EBC have requested that the Parish Centre is a collection point for additional

     glass recycling boxes – EBC World Cup Promotion.  Boxes being delivered on

     28th May.

6.  Intruder Alarm – agreed at March meeting to add police cover to monitoring

                             service.  Police insist that programmed fobs are issued to key holders – Clerk  
                             meeting with Bridgers on 27th May to discuss.

Public Toilets

No new incidents – although recent service to hand wash units and 2 new time control units fitted.
23/10/PR
FIRE STATION

Ground staff are currently working on the roof.
24/10/PR
YOUTH FACILITY

The Clerk met with Little Gems and they are happy to sign Tenancy Agreement.  Raised a few issues regarding outside area – need bottom step, chain on door and also a ‘finger protector’ for the door.
Jimmy’s – not been in touch therefore Clerk will assume they are happy and will send Tenancy Agreement for signing.

New Flooring – three quotes now received.  There is insufficient budget (£4000) to replace the flooring throughout the building as all quotes were around £6000.  Alternative quotes received to replace floor in the main hall, foyer and toilets only for this year.  Quotes tabled:



West End Flooring 


£3750.00



ATC Property Maintenance

£4616.38 *



Monarch Floor Coverings                   £4683.00 *



*included carpeting of the office

Councillor Clarke proposed that West End Flooring be asked to carry out the work.  This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Atherton and the Committee agreed unanimously.  The Clerk will organise for the work to be carried out in the summer holidays.
Young Carers Event to celebrate the 10th Anniversary on 12th June has been postponed.  New date yet to be notified.
Youth Workers are organising a Fun Day at Moorgreen on Tuesday, 31st August.  This will be a joint event with young people from West End, Thornhill, Sholing, Townhill and Hedge End included, with other areas to be invited.  E-mail from Steve Petterson with activity details, etc to be forwarded to all Councillors.
25/10/PR
TOWNHILL FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE


General

1. Access Road at Townhill.  Tesco and Townhill Management Company not prepared to help out financially, therefore, need to look at other options.  The Clerk advised that ground staff have come up with an economical scheme and this will be done as and when time permits.  
2. Annual Maintenance of Floor.  Work to be carried out on 13th, 14th & 15th August at a cost of £1,295.00.

Children’s Centre 

1. Newsletter received and tabled.
2. Participating in National Family Week – Picnic on Hatch Grange on Saturday, 5th June and Under 5’s Fun Day on Hatch Grange on Tuesday, 8th June.
26/10/PR
MONTHLY ACCOUNTS

The accounts for April 2010 were tabled. The list of payments for April 2010 will form an appendix to these minutes.

Councillor Mrs M Durham proposed and Councillor Mrs J Atherton seconded that the accounts for April 2010 be approved.  The Committee agreed unanimously.  

The bank reconciliation and list of payments for April were duly signed by the Treasurer, Councillor Mrs Atherton.
Savings Account /Treasury Account

£200,000 : invested £50,000 matures 27th July; £150,000 matures 4th August 2010.
2009/10 Audit
Year end accounts arrived 26th May but have not been checked by the Internal Auditor.  Internal Auditor will be in on 7th June to conclude work.
Clerk advised need to advertise end of financial year from 28th May – accounts records to be available for public inspection from 14th June 2010.

Accounts need to be agreed by 30th June 2010 and the Clerk will circulate to all Councillors as soon as they have been checked.  It may be necessary to hold an Extraordinary Parish Council meeting to approve these.

Annual Report.  The Clerk advised that this had been included in the June 2010 Newsletter (centre pages) - copies were tabled.
Insurance Claim

The Clerk advised that on 20th May the ground staff were working in the Burial Ground and unfortunately a strimmer was stolen.  At the time of the incident two ground staff were strimming and the third strimmer and harness was left on the back of the Isuzu whilst Ian Alderman went to Cutbush Lane to check on another member of the ground staff.  When he returned to the vehicle the equipment was missing.  Keiron Fox saw a male visitor in the Burial Ground and when he left he thought he was pushing a bicycle but it may well have been the strimmer.  The strimmer is marked with ‘WEPC and postcode’ and Ian Alderman’s name is on the harness.  Ground staff did drive around the area after the incident but were not successful in locating the strimmer.  The insurance company are forwarding a claim form (excess of £100).  A replacement strimmer will cost £549.00 from Carters of Swanwick.  Cllr Mrs Sortwell commented that the ground staff should be made aware of the value of the tools they use and all such items should be secured when left in a vehicle.  The Clerk will pass on the comments to the ground staff.  It was recommended that the Clerk await the insurance claim to be accepted before replacing the equipment.  Cllr Sortwell suggested that a new strimmer be purchased from Fox & Sons in Bishops Waltham and the Clerk agreed to obtain a quote.  
The Clerk advised that the Victa push mower has recently ceased to function.  An embankment mower has been budgeted for to replace the push mower and the Clerk will obtain quotes.   Cllr Sortwell recommended the purchase of a 2 stroke mower and that the Clerk should obtain a quote from Fox & Sons as well as Carters.
PCSO



The Clerk advised that PCSO Mica Coppin will be having an operation at the end 
of this week and her post in West End will be covered by PCSO Dan Selby in her absence (approx. 3 months).
2010/2011 Budget

3-year plan.  The Clerk is currently working on this with the ground staff and youth leader. 
27/10/PR
REPORT ON PERSONNEL & DEVELOPMENT

The Clerk reported no problems at the current time.  
Clerk attended a One Community Information session on the new ISA checks (Independent Safeguarding Authority) which come into effect on 1st July 2010.  It was noted that these DO NOT replace CRB checks.  From November 2010 it will be mandatory for all new employees to be registered with ISA.  From April 2011 all current paid staff will have to be registered at a cost of £64 per employee.  At the current time only youth workers have CRB checks.  The Clerk asked if the Committee felt that all staff should be registered?  It was recommended that only those staff working with children and the ground staff be registered.  Cllr Clarke suggested that the Clerk contact Ellis Whittam for advice on whether this is necessary for other staff.
28/10/PR
REQUESTS FOR GRANTS/DONATIONS  

Hilldene Community Centre – letter circulated with agenda.  The Clerk asked for comments with regard to offering a donation immediately without following the new grant procedure.  It was agreed that a special dispensation to help move the work forward be made, as the Parish Centre will be taking the premises on in the very near future.  It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Atherton and seconded by Cllr Clarke to donate £500.  A vote was taken: 6 for, 2 abstentions (Cllr Noyce had expressed an interest).
Home-Start Eastleigh – Clerk to send letter asking to complete the grant application form.

Eastleigh Mela – Clerk to send letter asking to complete the grant application form.

29/10/PR
REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS
On going – the Clerk advised she hoped to have the first draft available for the next meeting.
30/10/PR
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, 23rd June 2010 at 7.15 p.m

Date for Executive Committee meeting to be agreed: Monday, 12th July at 7.15 p.m.  It was suggested that a follow up meeting be held on Wednesday, 4th August at 10.00 a.m to work through the Standing Orders draft.  The Clerk advised that the first draft will be available in September.
31/10/PR
EXEMPT BUSINESS 

Pursuant to Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, the Council resolve that the public and press be excluded from the 
meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public 
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

Salary Scales
It was agreed to discuss this matter further when the Clerk has carried out more work on this.
The meeting closed at 8.39 p.m.
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