Recreation & Environment 17th February 2010

MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 2010 AT THE WEST END PARISH CENTRE, CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END, COMMENCING AT 7.15 PM.

PRESENT: 



Councillors:

A Noyce (Chairman)




N Dickinson




P Humphreys




S Broomfield 




Ms A Mortimer

In attendance: 
Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk   





Mrs A Ramseyer, Assistant to the Clerk



Mr I Alderman, Head Groundsman




Mr S Petterson, Youth Leader





Mrs S Turl, Moorgreen Residents Association
147/10/REC
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda.  



Councillor A Noyce declared an interest as an allotment holder.

148/REC 
APOLOGIES



Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Prof. A Rest. 
149/10/REC
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 20TH JANUARY 2010
The Minutes of the meeting held on 20th January were accepted as a true record and were signed by the Chairman, subject to the following amendment 146/10/REC the date of next meeting should read 17th February not 24th.
Proposed: Councillor S Broomfield
Seconded: Councillor Ms A Mortimer
Unanimous

150/10/REC
MATTERS ARISING

All covered by agenda items.



.
151/10/REC
CORRESPONDENCE

Notification of the Southampton Airport Centenary of Flight events has been received. A list of the events was tabled.
A letter has been received from Eastleigh Borough Council, encouraging organisations to participate in Earth Hour on 27th March 2010 at 8.30pm. The campaign aims to persuade people to switch off their lights for one hour. It was agreed that the Parish Council would help by publicising the campaign on the website. 
A letter has been received from the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) giving details of some organisational changes in South Hampshire. CPRE also supplied details of their Walks and Talks Programme for 2010 and sent an invitation to the South Downs National Park Celebration on 31st March at 6.30pm at Ditcham near Petersfield. Tickets for the celebration are £20.00 each.
A letter from Hampshire County Council has been received enclosing newsletters concerning Countryside Access Forum and Small Grants Scheme.
Other Newsletters and publications received this month:   The Board of British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons (BRAMM) Safer Cemeteries for 2010; Dunn & Co. Training for Burial Authorities; Community Action Briefing; Action News Update; Training Programme from the Centre of Excellence for Learning and Development.

152/10/REC 
2010 EVENTS

Carnival – Saturday 19th June 2010. Councillor S Broomfield reported that plans are progressing well for the fund raising Spring Fayre to be held on 20th March 2010. Twenty stall holders have already signed up to attend. Posters and publicity in the local press and radio will be going out soon.  
Richard Pearce from the Sealed Knot organisation met with Councillor Broomfield, the Clerk and Mr Alderman on Tuesday 16th February to discuss plans for using Hatch Grange for their re-enactment on 19th and 20th June. The Sealed Knot plan to arrive on Friday 18th and set up their camp and will be performing drill and a mock battle on Saturday. The group will require toilet facilities, which the carnival committee will organise. They have also asked permission to have open fires, which they will cover after the event. Councillors agreed that they could have fires. It is unlikely that they will require storage for black powder, as they are based locally and have their own storage facility. Councillor Broomfield reported that the Sealed Knot conduct their own risk assessment and have public liability insurance. The group will be responsible their own security and will be given a gate key to enable emergency access if necessary. Councillor Broomfield will be contacting local schools to see if they are interested in visiting the living history encampment on the Sunday morning to learn about 17th Century life. Mr Pearce had also suggested that members of his organisation may be able to organise catering for the weekend and give a percentage of the takings to the carnival.
Councillor Broomfield thanked Mrs Turl and members of the Moorgreen Residents Association for volunteering to act as stewards for the walking procession. The Clerk has submitted the road management plan and applied for a road closure notice. Once the plans have been agreed with the authorities, the Parish Council will then ask the AA or RAC if they would be able to provide quotations for supplying notices. Councillor B Tennent has promised a contribution from his County Councillor’s grant and local businesses have been approached to see if they wish to sponsor signage for the carnival.
St John’s Ambulance have been booked for the day of the carnival. A quite room will be needed in the Parish Centre for use as a first aid station.

Two walks have been booked and a quiz night will be held at the Master Builder public house. There is a new landlord at the West End Brewery, who has expressed an interest in becoming involved with Carnival events. Councillor Broomfield will be contacting him shortly to ascertain what help they can offer.

Councillor Ms Mortimer asked if there would be a bingo night this year. Councillor Broomfield confirmed that because last year’s bingo failed to attract enough people, the carnival committee will not be holding a bingo night in 2010.

Remembrance Sunday – The event will be held 14th November 2010. Councillor Ms Mortimer asked if any more consideration had been given to having the post-service refreshments at Hilldene rather than the Parish Centre. Councillors agreed that this would be a good idea. Councillor Ms Mortimer will book the centre for that date. The Clerk stated that the Parish Council will provide the refreshments as usual.
Turning on the Lights – The event will be held Friday 26th November.

Pantomime – Hurricane Productions have been booked to perform ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ on Saturday 11th December 2010 at 11.00am.

Senior Citizen’s Party - This will be held on Sunday 12th December 2010.
St. George’s Day - The Parish Council has had an enquiry about booking the hall for a wedding reception in 2011. The clerk also pointed out that 23rd April 2011 is Easter Saturday and it may be more difficult to attract interest. Councillor Noyce suggested the committee should discuss this again at a later date.
153/10/REC
BARNSLAND  
The ground is holding up well following the recent bad weather. Some work has been carried out by a tree surgeon on an oak tree. The tree was deemed unsafe and has been cut back to about 3 metres. Some local residents had been upset by the work and were directed to the Tree Officer at Eastleigh Borough Council, as the Parish Council were not involved in the work on the tree.


154/10/REC
HATCH GRANGE / MEGAN GREEN

The soil exploration work on the site of the proposed workshop facility has started. The initial holes have been dug and periodic checks on the condition will be carried out.
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust have been contacted to find out if they can help to find a grazier for this year. The Clerk has also contacted the previous grazier to see if she wishes to graze her cattle this year. Councillor Dickinson suggested that the Parish Council could contact Sparsholt Agricultural College, as he has been informed that the college arrange grazing for other sites.
The minutes for the Friends of Hatch Grange meeting held on 8th February 2010 have been received.
The Work Day to shore up the path from Chapel Close will be held on 27th February. The gravel has been ordered and is being delivered on Friday 26th February. Friends of Hatch Grange have received a donation of £200 from the HEWEB Local Area Co-ordinator, towards the cost of this project. Soup and hot dogs will be supplied for volunteers.  

The groundstaff had attended a meeting with their colleagues from some of the neighbouring parishes. Mr Alderman reported that this had been a useful exercise as it enabled groundstaff to discuss problems and exchange ideas. Mr Alderman felt that it is well worthwhile maintaining links with other parishes, as they can also borrow equipment and call on expertise. 
A quote of £3800 for a replacement deck has been received. Councillor Noyce said the quote should be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee for approval.
Proposed: Councillor N Dickinson

Seconded: Councillor Ms A Mortimer

Unanimous

155/10/REC 
MOORGREEN

The goal mouths require some attention. This work is on the ground staff’s winter schedule.
156/09/REC 
TOWNHILL FARM RECREATION AREAs incl (Carpathia/Upmill)
A grant of £2500 for wetpour repairs at Townhill and Carpathia play areas has been received and the repair works will be carried out before the next Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) visit.
The Clerk has contacted the Management Company again and requested a meeting to discuss the issues regarding damage in the road and on the verges. Unfortunately, there seem to be problems getting Tesco to respond to the concerns the Council has expressed about vehicles using the community centre/doctor’s surgery car park for turning. Councillor Dickinson suggested that the council should investigate the cost of installing a height restriction barrier. The matter could then be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee.
Proposed: Councillor N Dickinson

Seconded: Councillor S Broomfield

For: 4
Against: 1

157/10/REC
WEST END FOOTBALL FACILITY
The Clerk has written to resident who has a boundary fence with the playing fields as the groundstaff thought there was an overflow pipe from a swimming pool. The resident has now removed this pipe. The groundstaff will be painting our side of the fence as an act of goodwill.
In spite of the recent bad weather, only a few matches have needed to be cancelled.

158/10/REC
WEST END CEMETERY/BURIAL GROUND

Burial Ground: There are no problems to report. Normal maintenance is ongoing.
Cemetery:  There was an incident today, where a car got stuck in the mud along the cemetery driveway. The groundsmen had pulled the vehicle out. Mr Alderman said that the driver had reported that someone had been driving too fast towards her and she had had to swerve onto the verge to avoid a collision. Mr Alderman said that the incident had occurred on the tight bend in the driveway and suggested that the trees be cut back to improve visibility. There are a number of Hazel saplings which could be removed without harming the larger trees.
159/10/REC
WEST END YOUTH

Mr Petterson, the Youth Leader gave a report on activities.

The charity car wash in aid of the victims of the Haiti earthquake held at the Parish Centre car park on 16th February made over £100. The mobile skate park will be on site on Thursday 18th February. There is a paintball trip planned and a free trip to the Nuffield Theatre has been organised. Six a side football has been arranged at Fleming Park and some of the young people will be playing a game against Thornhill Youth Club. The anti-bullying workshop has been re-scheduled; this had been cancelled twice because of the bad weather.
This year is the tenth anniversary of Young Carers and it has been agreed that they can use the YoutHouse for their celebrations on 12th June 2010. 

The youth team are looking at purchasing some plug-in exterior lights to enable them to use the outside space later in the evenings. 

Mr Petterson has received details of an Assurance Quality Scheme run by Youth Options. The scheme is similar to an NVQ and measures the performance of youth clubs. Joining the scheme will assist the youth club with funding bids.


160/10/REC
ALLOTMENTS

All the new plots have been allocated. No problems have been reported.

Councillor Prof Rest, Mr Alderman and Mrs Ramseyer inspected the plots on 25th January. Only one tenancy will not be renewed, plot 123A.  

The tenant of plot 4A has agreed to vacate half their plot. Two plot holders have visited office to say they do not wish to continue after April.

West End Garden and Allotment Association (WEGAA) made a request to erect a small shed, Councillor Prof Rest, Mr Alderman and Mrs Ramseyer looked at the proposed position for the shed and agreed that they should be given permission. Mrs Ramseyer has written to WEGAA to confirm that they can erect the shed.
During the inspection, the problem of ruts in the access paths was considered. It was decided that initially that 5mph signs would be put on the gates to attempt to slow down the vehicles. Mrs Ramseyer has written to the tenant who complained to say that the council will be keeping an eye on the condition of the path and hope that the signs have some effect and to remind them that the tenancy agreement states that the path should only be used by vehicles for loading and unloading.

Councillor Prof Rest observed on the visit to the site, that the notice board by the first gate is badly placed. Mr Alderman has agreed that the board will be repositioned.



161/10/REC
SIGNAGE SUB-COMMITTEE

The new notice board for the Parish Centre has been delivered and will be installed shortly. Committee members agreed that the new board was an improvement on the current board.

The Clerk will await the result of the grant application before proceeding with the proposed signage project, as funding will be an issue.


 162/10/REC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 17th March 2010 at 7.15pm.
Meeting Closed at 8.18pm
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