Policy & Resources Committee – 26th April 2010


WEST END PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD ON MONDAY, 26TH APRIL 2010 AT 7.15 P.M.

IN THE PARISH CENTRE, CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END, SOUTHAMPTON.



Present:
Councillors 
Mrs J Atherton
Chairman

                                                                    
Mrs M Durham






N Dickinson



In attendance:  Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk
   
   Mrs K Hartley, Minutes Secretary
01/10//PR
APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors S Broomfield, Mrs J Sortwell, G Sortwell, D Clarke and B Tennent.
02/10/PR
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Members are invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda and the interest recorded under the relevant minute. 

There were no declarations of interest.
03/10/PR
MINUTES OF THE POLICY & RESOURCES MEETING HELD ON 24TH MARCH 2010
The minutes of the Policy & Resources Committee meeting held on Wednesday, 24th March were presented as a true record of events and signed by the Chairman.
Proposed: 
Councillor N Dickinson
Seconded:  
Councillor Mrs M Durham
In Favour:
Unanimous
04/10/PR
MATTERS ARISING 

152/10         Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air Ambulance recycling bin.  The 

Clerk advised the bin is now in situ.
153/10, 5
Clerk’s Conference.  The Clerk commented that the Conference sessions were very informative and included: A new reality for the Local Council Sector and the Clerk’s Profession; Governance and the Role of Members; Presentations on Public Confidence and Fear of Crime (Crimestoppers) and HCC Pension Scheme.
05/10/PR
CORRESPONDENCE

1. Transfer of functions.  Correspondence from Solicitor asking for confirmation of the sites to be transferred.  Also received lease for Hilldene which only has approximately 7 years remaining.  The Solicitor will contact EBC regarding amendments to the lease although the Community Association will need to agree this.  The Clerk asked if the Committee felt it would be beneficial to update the lease due to the fact that there are only 7 years left.  A vote was taken:
Proposed:
Cllr N Dickinson

Seconded:  Cllr Mrs M Durham

In favour:   Unanimous

The Clerk advised that the Solicitor is also working on registering the Parish land.
2. Young Person of the Year - this will be announced at the Annual Parish Assembly on Wednesday, 28th April.  The Youth Workers voted for Tom Penny and a presentation will take place on Carnival Day.
3. Wildern – Work Experience 2010 – notification has been received that 2 pupils from Wildern will be carrying out their work experience at the Parish – Tom Penny and Daniel Turl.
4. Letter received from resident in Moorgreen Road – aged 8 – regarding litter and inconsiderate drivers in West End.  The Chairman will respond to the letter and also pass copies to Sgt Sloggett and Chief Inspector Diana Boyles.
5. List of current Training Courses received from RBS.

6. Eastleigh Passenger Transport Forum – Thursday, 13th May 2010 at 10.00 am, Hilldene Community Centre.  John Read (Transport Rep) is unable to attend this – invite previously e-mailed to all Councillors.  As the Clerk had not received any response from any other Councillors, Cllr Mrs Durham volunteered to attend the meeting.

7. Invitation received via e-mail to all Councillors to attend Official Opening of the Crematorium on Wednesday, 28th July 2010 at 11.00 am.  Cllrs Dickinson, Mrs Atherton and Mrs Durham will attend this event.
8. HALC mailings :

Update from HALC  - 5/2010 dated 25th March 2010.  Southsea Town Council – to be abolished; New Power available to Parish & Town Councils – the ability to create Freemen and Freewomen of the Parish; latest Policy and Consultation Briefings; Fit Notes; Clerk’s Forum ref. New Standing Orders 20th July 2010 (Clerk to attend); Big Lottery Reaching Communities Programme; Comma Fund.

6/2010 dated 26th March 2010.  Love Parks Week 2010 – 24th July to 1st August; Hampshire House Sparrow Survey; Homes & Communities Agency; Community Resilience – launch of public consultation; Clerk’s Forum – 7th May – war memorials; County Access Grants – West End has received £937 towards  interpretation boards; New Practice Guide for the Management of Allotments entitled ‘Place to Grow’ recently published.
Cllr Dickinson commented that he had visited the allotments with Cllr Prof Rest today and suggested that allotment owners are charged on the size of the allotment in future, as allotment plots vary considerably in size.  It was decided that ideas be discussed at the next Recreation and Environment Committee meeting.
7/2010 dated 8th April 2010.  NALC are pursuing association membership of Local Government Association; Hampshire Biodiversity; Local Government Pension Scheme; NALC’s Legal Topic Notes updated; Review of Street Lighting.

8/2010 dated 20th April 2010.  Governance and Accountability for Local Councils – A Practitioner’s Guide 2010; Hampshire Clerk’s Conference; Affordable House; Flood & Water Management Act 2010; New Body to oversee Local Government Boundaries; Training and Development Sessions for May; Digital Mapping Climate Change Action.
9. Newsletters/Annual Reports received :  Carers Together Spring 2010; Harwin News; DCK Beavers Accounting Solutions Newsletter; Children’s Centres Update; Ellis Whittam Employers’ Brief and Health & Safety Brief; Borough News.
06/10/PR
PARISH CENTRE

1.   Proposed new workshop facility.  Clerk met with Architect on 23rd April - 
awaiting surveys to be undertaken by the Electric and Water Companies.  Architect also sourcing prices for steel frame.  Tender documents for the main contract should be ready within the next few weeks.  Working practices during construction have been discussed i.e. no access to Hatch Grange near to the site.  Notices will need to be put in place advising of disruption to users.  Also awaiting design for foundation.

2.  Cleaning contract.   All OK – change of cleaner recently who is also covering 

     Townhill Community Centre during staff holidays.
3.  Quote received from Cleaning Contractors for sanding/varnishing of the floor     
     in the Main Hall - £412.00 – the Main Hall will be closed during 26th & 27th
     July.  Cllr Mrs Atherton proposed to go ahead with this work and seconded by 
     Cllr Mrs Durham.  This was agreed unanimously.

4. The Chairman has signed a Wayleave agreement with Virgin Media for new 

cabling for the Library telecommunications.  However, the route of cabling 

has been amended due to the fact that the loft is not boarded out.

Public Toilets

The Clerk reported there had been no new incidents.  It was noted that the hand dryer in the disabled toilet is broken.
07/10/PR
FIRE STATION

Nothing to report.
08/10/PR
YOUTH FACILITY

The Clerk advised the draft tenancy agreement has been sent to Little Gems and Jimmy’s.  As neither group attended the Youth Club Meeting on 19th April the correspondence was posted to them with a request to contact the Clerk.  No response received as yet.
The Clerk reported that the replacement windows were fitted during the Easter holidays.
The Clerk advised that one quote has been received for the new flooring and currently awaiting 2 other quotes.

The Clerk reported that an asbestos survey has now been carried out and it has been noted that there is a minimal amount of asbestos in the gable end roofing.  This will need to be condition monitored and any contractors working at the facility will need to be made aware.

09/10/PR
TOWNHILL FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE


General

1. New notice board has been fitted within the shutter area.
2. Access Road at Townhill.  Tesco and the Townhill Management Company have been contacted but neither has been forthcoming to help out financially.  A discussion followed on alternative ways of stopping vehicles parking on the grass areas, taking into consideration the budget available.  It was decided that the Clerk will speak to the Ground Staff  for ideas and report back.
Children’s Centre 

New co-ordinator, Sarah Gibbs, started on 21st April.  The Clerk will invite Sarah to the Annual Parish Assembly to be held on Wednesday, 28th April.
The Partnership Board Meeting will take place on Wednesday, 28th April.

10/10/PR
MONTHLY ACCOUNTS

The accounts for March 2010 were tabled. The list of payments for March 2010 will form an appendix to these minutes.

Councillor Mrs J Atherton proposed and Councillor Mrs M Durham seconded that the accounts for March 2010 be approved.  The Committee agreed unanimously.  

The bank reconciliation and list of payments for March were duly signed by the Treasurer, Councillor Mrs Atherton.
Savings Account /Treasury Account

Loans not yet matured.  However, first half of precept will be received end of April and therefore should be able to increase investment for next three months.
2009/10 Audit
Year end closedown carried out on 19th April 2010.
Annual Report.  The Clerk asked if Councillors want a separate ‘Annual Report’ to be sent out this year?   List of suggested contents tabled.  The Clerk advised that when the Parish were going for Quality (which has been postponed for the time being) the Annual Report would have to have been produced as a stand alone document.  As this does not apply now for this year, the report could be incorporated into the next Newsletter as a pull-out document.  It was decided to incorporate the report in the next Newsletter as a pull-out document for this year, and for next year it will be produced as a separate document and budgeted for accordingly.

Proposed:
Cllr Mrs M Durham
Seconded:
Cllr Mrs J Atherton

In favour:
Unanimous

The Clerk advised that the Newsletter will be drafted over the next few weeks ready for distribution.

PCSO



The Clerk noted that Cllr Ms Mortimer has compiled graphs for crime figures.
PCSO Ed Pritt will be holding a crime-prevention in vehicles demonstration during Carnival Day.  This will be advertised in the Newsletter.

2010/2011 Budget

The Clerk has not had the opportunity to progress the 5-year plan any further.  This will be ready by September 2010.  After a discussion, it was considered a 5-year plan was slightly ambitious and it was decided to change this to a 3-year plan.
11/10/PR
REPORT ON PERSONNEL & DEVELOPMENT

The Clerk reported no problems at the current time.  Steve Adams is attending a chainsaw course this week.  Clerk to start conducting appraisals as soon as possible. The Clerk will set a date for the next Executive Meeting after the A.G.M. on the 12th May.
12/10/PR
REQUESTS FOR GRANTS/DONATIONS  

None received this month.  The Clerk advised that the Grant Award Policy will be sent to any future requests.
13/10/PR
REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS

The Clerk has not had the opportunity to work on this during the last month. 
14/10/PR
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, 26th May 2010 at 7.15 p.m.
15/10/PR
EXEMPT BUSINESS 

Pursuant to Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, the Council resolve that the public and press be excluded from the 
meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public 
interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

Salary Scales
Cllr Dickinson suggested that discussions be postponed until the next meeting when more Councillors are in attendance.
The meeting closed at 8.47 p.m.
APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 26TH MARCH 2010
.
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