Recreation & Environment 21st April 2010


MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING, WEDNESDAY 21ST APRIL 2010 AT THE WEST END PARISH CENTRE, CHAPEL ROAD, WEST END, COMMENCING AT 7.15 PM.

PRESENT: 



Councillors:

Prof. A Rest (Chairman)




N Dickinson




P Humphreys




S Broomfield 




Ms A Mortimer

In attendance: 

Mrs L Cooke, Parish Clerk   





Mrs A Ramseyer, Assistant to the Clerk



Mr I Alderman, Head Groundsman




Mr S Petterson, Youth Leader





Mrs S Turl, Moorgreen Residents Association

01/10/REC
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were invited to declare interests in relation to items of business on the agenda.  



None
02/10/REC 
APOLOGIES



Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor A Noyce

03/10/REC
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 17TH MARCH 2010
The Minutes of the meeting held on 17th March were accepted as a true record and were signed by the Chairman, subject to the following amendment 168/10/REC second sentence should be removed as it duplicates the first sentence.

 Proposed: Councillor S Broomfield
Seconded: Councillor Ms A Mortimer
Unanimous

04/10/REC
MATTERS ARISING

All covered by the agenda headings.
05/10/REC
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk has received thanks by e-mail for the help the groundstaff gave to erect fencing by the garage area at Torridge Gardens. A resident had received a grant from Eastleigh Borough Council to help improve security.
The Clerk has received notification from Eastleigh Borough Council that the Parish Council will be charged £750 for spring bulbs planted in Upmill Close. The Committee expressed concern that Eastleigh Borough Council had not given details of charges when planting was offered, but would accept the charge on this occasion. In future, the Clerk will be sure to ascertain the fee before any planting is agreed.
Newsletters/publications received: Community Action News; CPRE’s ‘Fieldwork’; Tree Council ‘Tree News’; Eastleigh Borough Council Streetscene Bulletin.
06/10/REC 
2010 EVENTS

Carnival – Saturday 19th June 2010. Councillor S Broomfield reported that the Spring Fair held at the Parish Centre on 20th March 2010 was a great success. The event had raised about £700. 
The Clerk has had a meeting with Mr Joe Folland of Eastleigh Borough Council on 23rd March to go through the initial draft of the Road Management Plan. Mr Folland advised that the Road Management Plan needs to form part of an overall Event Plan. A second draft has been received back from Eastleigh Borough Council with several suggested amendments. Councillor Broomfield will finalise details with the Carnival Committee. Councillor Broomfield confirmed that there are no longer plans for a live band performance in the evening, so a Temporary Events Notice/Public Entertainment Licence will not be necessary. The Clerk has applied for a licence to erect bunting, a reply to this has not yet been received.
The Sealed Knot will be arranging for caterers that will be serving the public as well as providing food for their assembly.

An e-mail has been received from PCSO Ed Pritt who would like to run a crime prevention event on Carnival Day with demonstrations on security of vehicles, etc.  PSCO Pritt is hoping to get this organised and will be attending next Carnival meeting to discuss further. Councillor Broomfield said that the Carnival Committee will be happy to support this event.
The Clerk reported that Gymtots would like to do a display in the arena, Councillor Broomfield said the Carnival Committee will make contact with them to confirm details.

Remembrance Sunday – The event will be held 14th November 2010, with refreshments after the service at Hilldene Community Centre. 
Turning on the Lights – The event will be held Friday 26th November.

Pantomime – ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ at the Parish Centre on Saturday 11th December 2010 at 11.00am.

Senior Citizen’s Party - This will be held on Sunday 12th December 2010.
Carnival Spring Fair – Planned for Saturday 30th April 2011
The Clerk reported that St James Church no longer wish to hold a Christmas Fair on Saturday 4th December, as the date is too close to their Christmas Tree Festival. It had been suggested that the Carnival Committee may wish to use the Parish Centre on that date for a Christmas Fair. Councillor Broomfield confirmed that the Carnival Committee do wish to run a Christmas Fair on 4th December 2010.

07/10/REC
BARNSLAND  
The first cut has been completed. The Clerk had received a report from a local resident that the area was being used by motorcyclists, this had been reported to the police.
08/10/REC
HATCH GRANGE / MEGAN GREEN

1. The Clerk has arranged a meeting with the architect regarding the proposed workshop facility on Hatch Grange.  The architect is currently preparing documents to send out to tender for the building work.

2. The Clerk and groundsmen met with a potential grazier for this year. He has agreed to graze his cattle on Hatch Grange.

3. The Clerk has had an e-mail from Councillor Bruce Tennent with his report to the Friends of Hatch Grange (FoHG) detailing his meeting with Charlotte Rose of Natural England. He stated that Ms. Rose considers that Hatch Grange would be suitable for a Higher Level Stewardship agreement with Natural England and Councillor Tennent suggested that FoHG could make an application. Any application needs to be completed by 1st June.  The letter from Charlotte Rose states that a FEP (Farm Environment Plan) would be needed prior to the application submission and Natural England could suggest suitable surveyors. The Clerk has received a subsequent          e-mail from FoHG to say that the matter of Higher Level Stewardship was too complex for them to make a decision and that they would accept any decision on the matter by the Parish Council. 

The Clerk reported that she had not been aware of Councillor Tennent’s meeting with Natural England and was not in a position to prepare an application for this stewardship agreement. The Committee agreed that the Clerk should draft a letter to Councillor Tennent, voicing their frustration that he had again failed to involve the Clerk and groundstaff in his negotiations involving council owned land.

4. The minutes of the FoHG meeting held 12th April 2010 were tabled. It was noted that FoHG will be sending a representative to the Rose Bowl Liaison Committee meeting on 29th April.
5. The HEWEB Detached Youth Team have been given key to barrier on Hatch Grange in order that they can drive along the Lime Avenue to meet up with youths who are reportedly drinking in the vicinity.
6. The Chairman of the Parish Council had received a complaint from a resident of High Street, regarding the council’s management of the area surrounding his property. Councillor Dickinson and Mr Alderman visited him to discuss the matter. Councillor Dickinson reported that the resident had been very aggressive and refused to listen to what he and Mr Alderman had to say. Councillor Dickinson has written to the resident to reiterate the Parish Council’s position. The Clerk has contacted the Parish Council’s solicitor to try and establish who is responsible for maintaining the hedge/fence on the boundary. There is no specific reference in the documents for the original conveyance, although details would be shown on the deeds of the resident. The Clerk will get in touch with the Land Registry to get the definitive answer on responsibility for the boundary maintenance.
7. Mr Alderman asked if Quob Green could be added to the future Recreation and Environment Agendas, as the Parish Council now has responsibility for this area. This was agreed. 
09/10/REC 
MOORGREEN

The groundsmen have just reinstated the football posts. The areas where the previous goal mouths were will be repaired in due course.
Mrs Turl reported that the Moorgreen Residents had no problems with the facility at the moment. Councillor Prof. Rest asked for Mrs Turl’s opinion on the proposal for a refuge crossing near to West End Surgery in Moorgreen Road. Mrs Turl said that she had responded to the Local Area Coordinator on this matter and would send a copy of her e-mail to the Clerk.
10/09/REC 
TOWNHILL FARM RECREATION AREAs incl (Carpathia/Upmill)
The Clerk has contacted Tesco and the Townhill Management Company to request help in funding the proposed raised beds to protect the verges. She has had no reply to date. It may be necessary to look at less expensive options if the Parish Council is unable to secure help with funding.
11/10/REC
WEST END FOOTBALL FACILITY
The last game of the season is scheduled for 2nd May. Mrs Ramseyer has already had enquiries from teams wishing to use the pitches for their home games next season. 

The Clerk has not yet received details from Gregg School of the times they have used the playing fields. Mrs Ramseyer will prepare an Invoice based on the times that the council believe the school has used the facility.
Mr Alderman reported that the ground has already had a fertiliser treatment and some remedial work will be carried out during the summer.

12/10/REC
WEST END CEMETERY/BURIAL GROUND

Burial Ground: Normal maintenance is ongoing.
Cemetery: The first cut has been done. The groundsmen are now carrying out remedial work on the Bund. This area was devolved from Eastleigh Borough Council to the Parish Council on 1st April 2010.
13/10/REC
WEST END YOUTH

Mr Petterson, the Youth Leader gave a report on activities, including drink/drugs awareness sessions and a pantomime trip in December. The minutes of the Youth Sub-Committee meeting held on 19th April were tabled.
14/10/REC
ALLOTMENTS

There are only two tenants who have not yet paid their rent for the coming year. The Committee agreed that Mrs Ramseyer should write to these tenants and advise them that the plots will be reclaimed if payment is not received within seven days.
Four plots have been relinquished. The Clerk, Mr Alderman and Mrs Ramseyer visited the site on Tuesday this week and noted that some of the relinquished plots are not in a tidy condition.  It was reported that although the tenancy agreement states that the plot should be left clean and tidy when it is vacated, this is very difficult to enforce. It was agreed that the plots which will be more challenging can be offered free of charge for the first year as an acknowledgement of the work that will be required to get the plot cleared.
There has been an issue between two plot holders regarding a compost bin adjacent to a fence. Mrs Ramseyer has written to them both and asked for them to consider their neighbours as they organise their plots.
A complaint was received about overhanging trees. The groundsmen have now trimmed these. 

There was a complaint about a Rollalong shed. It was agreed that Councillor Prof. Rest and Councillor Dickinson would visit the site to assess whether this is a problem and what should be done regarding the shed.

The grazier has relinquished some additional land. The area is at least twice the size of area recently put back to allotments, which cost was £6400 to convert. The Clerk and Mr Alderman estimate that the approximate cost will be in  the region of £13,000 to fence, plough, provide footway etc.  The Clerk reported that there is no provision in budget this year for this work. The Committee decided that the Parish Council should advertise for a new grazier for a fixed period of time, for example 2 years, by which time Parish could budget for the necessary work. 

Proposed: Councillor S Broomfield

Seconded: Councillor Ms A Mortimer

Unanimous

Councillor Prof Rest had been asked some questions by an allotment holder on various issues. These were tabled for discussion.

1. Why does the allotment year run from April to March? (the allotment holder feels that the best time to take over an allotment would be in January, so the tenancies should run January to December)

Although the Committee agreed that it would be better to take over a plot in January, this would not fit in with the accounting year and it would therefore cause problems

2. Can the Parish Council do more to ensure that the gates remains shut? (the allotment holder feels that if the gates are left open for even short periods they attract unwanted visitors)

The Committee felt that while there are plot holders on site, there is not a major problem with the gates being open.

3. The plot holder is concerned about encroachment onto the pathway on the south side.
The Committee felt that as there is not a straight line along the pathway, so it would be difficult to enforce a line as new boundaries have become well established.

4. The plot holder questioned the need for a bonfire area, as the groundsmen are able to chip garden rubbish. He feels that the space currently assigned for the bonfire could be used to create extra allotments.

Mr Alderman confirmed that it would still be necessary to have bonfires, but agreed that it may be possible to move the bonfire plot to a smaller area. It was suggested that an area where the land is more prone to flooding could be used instead. Mr Alderman will look at the feasibility of moving the bonfire and will report back on the options.

5. The plot holder suggested that a representative from West End Garden and Allotment Association (WEGAA) could join the next inspection visit.

The Committee agreed that this was a good idea. Mrs Ramseyer will contact WEGAA to see if they wish to have an input during site inspections.


15/10/REC
SIGNAGE SUB-COMMITTEE

The new notice board for Kinsbourne Rise has been installed. 
A grant of £937 has been agreed by HCC Countryside Access Forum towards the costs of purchasing interpretation panels for Hatch Grange. The Clerk reported that this money was not to be used for other signage that is needed. HCC will be issuing the Parish Council with information and advice regarding the grant.
The Clerk recently attended a conference it was suggested that the Parish Council should apply for a grant towards producing an “Exploring West End” leaflet. The Clerk will investigate further.

The Committee still needs to consider a programme of replacing signs throughout the village. It was agreed that Councillor Prof.A Rest, Councillor S Broomfield and Councillor G Sortwell would arrange to meet and walk Hatch Grange. They will then report back to the Committee with a plan for replacing the out of date and damaged signage.
 16/10/REC 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 19th May 2010 at 7.15pm.
Meeting Closed at 8.55pm
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