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The Annual Parish Assembly was held on Wednesday 28th April at The Parish Centre at which various local groups attended and gave brief 
reports of their activities and achievements during the last year. 
Chairman’s Report 2009 – 2010  
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Neville Dickinson, gave a speech at the start of the Annual Parish Assembly and the following 
is a summary of the some of the main points of his report on the year to April 2010. 

·  The Parish Council continues to undertake the day-to-day activities necessary to fulfil the aspirations, interests and requirements of 
all residents in the village and parish in a prudent, professional and indeed unassuming way. 

 
·  Planning permission has been granted by the Borough Council for a new stand alone Agricultural Equipment Store and Workshop 

on Hatch Grange. This Facility is essential as the grounds staff currently have equipment at various locations around the Parish and 
have no facility to carry out in-house maintenance.  So having this building will improve productivity and reduce costs.  

 
·  The Council continues to support provision for two PCSOs.   

 
·  The Council has been able to use land which was previously used for grazing at the Moorgreen Road allotment site for 13 more 

allotment plots. This has helped to reduce the waiting list a little. 
 

·  The Grounds Staff now maintain a number of Play Areas, two on Hatch Grange, one at Moorgreen, where we also have a 
Basketball Court as well as the Tennis Court, one at the Townhill Centre, one on Carpathia Close and one on Upmill.   

 
·  The shocking winter weather has not been conducive to heavy machinery work on the open spaces of Hatch Grange and Barnsland 

but when and where possible, the staff have been working on them. I’m sure you will agree they are and have been doing a good 
job on both sites.  Barnsland in particular is a problem because of the poor drainage. In the future a drainage system will have to be 
considered if the Council is to use it for anything other than dog walking. 

 
·  The Youth Club continues to offer the young people of West End a variety of programmes put together by the Youth Worker, Steve 

Petterson who is ably supported by eight part-time Staff.  Congratulations are due to Steve, Nicky and all the Staff at the 
YoutHouse.  The residents of West End can be proud of the Youth Club. 

 
·  Credit must go to Mrs Laura Cooke, the Clerk to the Parish Council, for the smooth running of all matters pertaining to the Council 

and for managing both Staff and Councillors to achieve our objectives.  At times I wonder whether all fourteen Councillors on this 
Council are playing for the same team but eventually we reach a substantial majority decision on all matters after much discussion. 
  

·  I am pleased to report that during this past year Mrs Laura Cooke, the Clerk to the Parish Council obtained her Certificate in Local 
Council Administration qualification and with it another tick in the box towards Quality Parish Status.  We still have a long way to 
go but Mrs Cooke's achievement means the load is a little lighter.  Well done Laura. Thanks must also go to the office staff of 
Alison, Karen and Diane for all their support during the last year. 

 
·  The four members of the Grounds staff team can be seen around the parish working on the many open spaces and sites.  During the 

year they too have been gaining experience as well as qualifications in spraying, chainsaw, chipping and the like.  Ian Alderman, 
the Head Groundsman, has diversified and is now able to PAT test all our electrical equipment.  To him, Steve, Eckhardt and 
Keiron our thanks. 

 
·  Councillors at West End do not receive any recompense for the time they put in and I do not make any claim for the time and 

expense incurred as Chairman.  However I made a conscious decision when first elected that to show appreciation to ALL 
Councillors who work for "love" and Staff for all the hard work and commitment made by them for the past year , I would take 
them out for a Christmas Dinner and would use the Honorarium accordingly.  Their respective spouses could come but the cost was 
met by them not me or the Parish.  I shall continue to appreciate Staff and colleagues in this way and in fact consider it very prudent 
use of legitimate expenditure.   

 
·  At the February Council Meeting, Mrs Lesley Kimber - Chair of West End Wishes - a Committee of West End Residents and 

Ratepayers, presented to every Councillor present, a copy of the Parish Plan they had been working on for some months.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to publicly thank her and her Committee for all the hard work involved in taking this interesting 
concept to every household in the Parish. 

 
·  The members of this Council have one more year, May 2011 to be precise, before they present themselves to you for re-election or 

they may, like me, have decided to take a well earned rest and not seek re-election.  I strongly recommend to any one who wishes to 
give time and ability to this Community, to seriously consider putting their name forward.  Whatever your political views, you are 
first and foremost a Westender so must think for West End. 

 
I commend this Report to you.   
Thank you. 
Neville Dickinson 

�
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